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Recent decades have seen internationalization of the 
engineering pr actices t hus m aking e ngineering 
education a n i nternational enterprise. Graduates 
from a cer tain en gineering p rogram m ay h ave to 
work not only in a different state (in case of USA) 
or a d ifferent co untry. The graduate m ay also be 
working in a multinational company. This situation 
further increases the interest among the institutes to 
get t heir p rogram ac credited. An accr edited degree 
program is the one that has gone through a rigorous 
quality control system and has been approved by a 
national or  i nternational a ccrediting a gency or  
organization. The i mportance of  graduating f rom 
such programs is growing with th e in creasing 
demand of global engineers.  
 
Engineering educators need to focus on s everal key 
areas, among w hich a re de velopment of  c urricula, 
graduate s tudies, r esearch, de velopment a nd 
promoting uni versity-industry t ies, a nd 
accreditation. Accreditation provides an educational 
institution o r a  p rogram w ith a  c redential. T he 
credential is  most often a public s tatement that t he 
academic u nit s atisfies a  s et o f q uality c riteria 
established b y the a ccrediting bod y. T hrough the 
accreditation p rocess, t he f aculty, t he f acilities, t he 
student bod y, bud gets, r ecruiting pr actices, 
admissions pr ocedures, course content, a nd ot her 
pertinent i ssues c ome u nder t horough review. T he 
accreditation p rocess m ay o perate at  a b road o r 
narrow s cope. A  pa nel discussion i s or ganized t o 
discuss new directions in engineering accreditation. 
EDUCON-2010 panel session will provide a unique 
opportunity t o educators, r esearchers a nd 
technologists w ho a re w illing t o di scuss h ow t hey 
are integrating digital technologies, instruction, and 

changes to  u niversity facilities in  th eir p rograms 
seeking accreditation or how they think it should be 
done. It will also provide a forum for discussing and 
debating new directions and approaches relevant to 
accreditation w ith e ager in dustrial a nd a cademic 
audiences. Following a re s ome of  t he r elevant 
questions that we would l ike to address during this 
panel session; 
 

• Does a ccreditation h elp to  ma intain q uality 
of education? 

• What is  th e imp act o f a ccreditation o n 
traditional learning environment? 

• Are t raditional ap proaches t o accr editation 
meeting today’s need? 

• What a re s ome o f t he pr oblems w ith 
accreditation? 

• How can accreditation be reformed? 
• What are the new trends in accreditation? 
• What a re th e imp ortant is sues s pecific to  

engineering accreditation? 
• What incentives do faculty members need in 

order to commit to accreditation activities? 
• What ar e t he al ternates t o accr editation, i f 

any? 
 
All t hese que stions are t he s ubject of  on going 
attention and di scussion by a cademicians, A BET 
and i n va rious w ays by ot her A BET m ember 
scociteies. 
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